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Abstract

The Constitution is a supreme or fundamental law of a 

country which reflects the fundamental principal and rules 

that establishes the structure of government, defines the 

powers and duties of its institutions and guarantees the 

rights and freedoms of citizens. The present Indian 

constitution was framed by the Constituent Assembly of 

India set up under Cabinet mission plan of May 16, 1946. 

Constituent Assembly took 2 years 11 months 18 days to 

complete the constitution. It is the biggest constitution in the 

world. The constitution of India has been amended many 

times. Originally it had 395 articles and 8 schedules. At 

present there are 447 articles and 12 schedules. It was finally 

passed and accepted on November 26, 1949 and came into 

effected on January 26, 1950 and celebrated as the Republic 

Day of India. A distinguishing feature of the Constitution is 

its Preamble. It encapsulates the core constitutional 

philosophy and serves as a concise statement of the 

aspirations of the Indian people. 
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Introduction 

The Constitution of India is the legal framework that governs the political, social, and institutional structure of the country. It 

establishes the organization of government, delineates the powers and responsibilities of various constitutional authorities, and 

guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms to citizens. As the foundational law of the nation, the Constitution embodies the 

ideals, aspirations, and democratic values upon which the Indian Republic is built. The present Indian Constitution was drafted 

by the Constituent Assembly of India, which was constituted under the Cabinet Mission Plan of 16 May 1946. After extensive 

deliberations spanning two years, eleven months, and eighteen days, the Constituent Assembly completed its task and adopted 

the Constitution on 26 November 1949. The Constitution came into force on 26 January 1950, a date commemorated annually 

as Republic Day. Widely recognized as the lengthiest written constitution in the world, the Indian Constitution originally 

contained 395 Articles and 8 Schedules. Through a series of constitutional amendments, it has evolved considerably and 

currently comprises 447 Articles and 12 Schedules. A distinguishing feature of the Constitution is its Preamble, which serves 

as an introductory statement outlining the fundamental values, objectives, and guiding principles of the constitutional order. 

The term “Preamble” refers to a preliminary declaration that explains the purpose, philosophy, and underlying intent of a legal 

document. In constitutional jurisprudence, the Preamble occupies a unique position as it provides insight into the vision of the 

framers and the goals they sought to achieve through the constitutional framework. The philosophical foundation of the Indian 

Preamble can be traced to the Objective Resolution introduced by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent Assembly on 13 

December 1946. The Resolution was adopted on 22 January 1947 and subsequently served as the ideological basis for the 

Preamble. The values articulated therein—including democracy, justice, liberty, equality, and national unity—continue to 

guide constitutional interpretation and governance in India. The significance of the Preamble extends beyond its introductory 

nature. It encapsulates the core constitutional philosophy and serves as a concise statement of the aspirations of the Indian 

people. While the Constitution contains detailed provisions relating to governance, rights, duties, and institutions, the Preamble 

presents these objectives in a clear and accessible form. Consequently, constitutional scholars and jurists often describe it as 

the “key” to understanding the Constitution or the “mirror” reflecting its spirit and essence. The judiciary has also recognized 

the interpretative importance of the Preamble. Although it does not independently confer powers or impose limitations, it 

functions as a valuable aid in understanding constitutional provisions and resolving ambiguities. Through judicial 
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interpretation, particularly in landmark constitutional cases, 

the Preamble has emerged as an important source for 

identifying the fundamental principles that form the basic 

structure of the Constitution. Against this background, the 

present study examines the constitutional importance of the 

Preamble, its philosophical foundations, its role in shaping 

democratic governance, and its continuing relevance in 

preserving the constitutional ideals of justice, liberty, 

equality, and fraternity. The study further explores why the 

Preamble is widely regarded as the soul and guiding spirit of 

the Indian Constitution. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The present study seeks to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To examine the philosophical foundations and 

constitutional significance of the Preamble to the 

Constitution of India. 

2. To analyse the objectives and ideals embodied in the 

Preamble and their relevance to the Indian 

constitutional framework. 

3. To evaluate the importance of the Preamble in 

interpreting constitutional provisions and guiding 

constitutional governance. 

4. To assess the role of the Preamble in promoting 

democratic values, national integration, social justice, 

and constitutional morality. 

5. To examine the contribution of the Preamble in 

safeguarding the principles of sovereignty, secularism, 

socialism, democracy, and republicanism. 

6. To analyse judicial interpretations concerning the 

constitutional status and legal significance of the 

Preamble. 

7. To evaluate why the Preamble is regarded as the 

“mirror,” “soul,” and philosophical foundation of the 

Indian Constitution. 

 

Preamble of the Constitution 

“WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly 

resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN 

SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

and to secure to all citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

And to promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and 

the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

IN OUR CONSTITUTION ASSEMBLY this twenty-six 

day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT 

AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS 

CONSTITUTION,”  

 

Features of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

The Preamble occupies a central position in the 

constitutional framework of India as it encapsulates the 

fundamental values, ideals, and aspirations upon which the 

Indian State is founded. It proclaims India to be a 

Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic and 

assures its citizens Justice, Liberty, Equality, and 

Fraternity. These principles collectively define the nature 

of the Indian polity and serve as guiding norms for 

constitutional governance. 

Sovereign: The concept of sovereignty denotes the supreme 

authority of a State to govern itself independently without 

external control or subordination. By describing India as a 

sovereign nation, the Preamble affirms that the country 

possesses complete political independence in both domestic 

and international affairs. India is not subject to the authority 

of any foreign power and retains the unrestricted capacity to 

formulate its own laws, policies, and diplomatic relations. 

Sovereignty also empowers the State to enter into 

international agreements, acquire or cede territory, and 

participate in global organizations according to its national 

interests. Membership in international bodies such as the 

United Nations or the Commonwealth of Nations does not 

diminish India's sovereign status, as such participation is 

based on voluntary cooperation rather than external 

domination. Thus, sovereignty constitutes the foundation of 

India's political independence and constitutional autonomy. 

Socialist: The term “Socialist” reflects the commitment of 

the Indian State to achieving social and economic justice 

through the reduction of inequalities and the promotion of 

public welfare. This expression was formally incorporated 

into the Preamble through the Forty-Second Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 1976. However, the philosophy of social 

justice had already been embedded within various 

provisions of the Constitution, particularly the Directive 

Principles of State Policy. Indian socialism differs from 

classical Marxist socialism. Rather than advocating the 

abolition of private property or a centrally controlled 

economy, it seeks to combine democratic governance with 

social and economic equity. The constitutional vision of 

socialism aims to create conditions in which wealth, 

resources, and opportunities are distributed fairly among 

citizens while preserving individual freedoms and 

democratic institutions. Through welfare-oriented policies 

and affirmative measures, the State strives to ensure that 

economic development benefits all sections of society. 

Secular: Secularism is one of the defining characteristics of 

the Indian constitutional order. The term “Secular” was also 

added to the Preamble by the Forty-Second Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 1976. In the Indian context, secularism 

signifies equal respect for all religions rather than the 

exclusion of religion from public life. The Constitution 

guarantees every individual the freedom of conscience and 

the right to profess, practise, and propagate religion. At the 

same time, the State does not identify itself with any 

particular religion and is prohibited from discriminating 

against citizens on religious grounds. This model of 

secularism promotes religious harmony, tolerance, and 

coexistence within a diverse society. By ensuring equal 

treatment of all faiths, the Constitution seeks to preserve 

national unity while protecting individual religious 

freedoms. 

Democratic: The Preamble declares India to be a 

democratic nation, thereby affirming the principle that 

political power ultimately resides with the people. 

Democracy in India is based on the concept of 

representative government, where citizens elect their 

representatives through periodic elections conducted on the 

basis of universal adult suffrage. The democratic character 

of the Constitution ensures public participation in 

governance and guarantees political accountability. Citizens 

enjoy the freedom to choose their representatives, express 

their opinions, form associations, and participate in the 

political process. The existence of free elections, an 

independent judiciary, and constitutional safeguards for civil 

liberties further strengthens the democratic framework. 
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Consequently, democracy serves as the cornerstone of 

political legitimacy and popular sovereignty in India. 

Republic: The term “Republic” indicates that the head of 

the State is elected rather than hereditary. Unlike a 

monarchy, where authority is passed through dynastic 

succession, a republican system derives legitimacy from the 

will of the people. In India, the President serves as the 

constitutional head of the State and is elected indirectly 

through an electoral college for a fixed term. This 

arrangement reflects the principle that public offices are 

open to all citizens irrespective of birth, social status, or 

lineage. The republican character of the Constitution 

reinforces democratic values by ensuring that political 

authority originates from the people and remains 

accountable to them. 

Justice: Justice constitutes one of the most significant 

objectives of the Indian constitutional system. The Preamble 

envisages justice in three interrelated dimensions: social, 

economic, and political. Social justice seeks to eliminate 

discrimination and ensure equal treatment of all individuals 

regardless of caste, religion, race, gender, or other social 

distinctions. Economic justice aims to reduce disparities in 

wealth and opportunities by promoting equitable access to 

resources and economic advancement. Political justice 

guarantees equal political rights and opportunities, including 

participation in elections, access to public office, and 

involvement in decision-making processes. Together, these 

forms of justice seek to establish a social order based on 

fairness, equality, and human dignity. The Constitution 

pursues these objectives through Fundamental Rights, 

Directive Principles of State Policy, and various welfare 

measures designed to promote inclusive development. 

Liberty: Liberty represents the freedom necessary for the 

full development of human personality and democratic 

citizenship. The Preamble guarantees liberty of thought, 

expression, belief, faith, and worship, thereby recognizing 

the importance of intellectual and spiritual freedom in a 

democratic society. The concept of liberty has both negative 

and positive dimensions. In its negative sense, liberty refers 

to the absence of arbitrary interference by the State in 

individual affairs. In its positive sense, it encompasses the 

conditions and opportunities necessary for individuals to 

realize their potential and participate meaningfully in social 

and political life. The Constitution safeguards liberty 

through various Fundamental Rights, including freedom of 

speech and expression, freedom of religion, and protection 

of personal liberty. These guarantees ensure that citizens can 

exercise their freedoms while maintaining public order and 

constitutional values. 

Equality: Equality is a foundational principle of the Indian 

Constitution and is essential for the realization of social 

justice. The Preamble promises equality of status and 

opportunity to all citizens, thereby rejecting discrimination 

based on caste, religion, race, sex, or place of birth. The 

Constitution operationalizes this principle through 

provisions such as equality before the law, equal protection 

of laws, equality of opportunity in public employment, and 

the abolition of untouchability and titles. These 

constitutional safeguards seek to create a society in which 

every individual enjoys equal dignity and access to 

opportunities for advancement. The principle of equality 

does not merely require identical treatment; it also permits 

affirmative measures designed to assist disadvantaged 

groups and promote substantive equality. In this sense, 

equality serves as a vital instrument for achieving social 

transformation and inclusive development. 

Fraternity: Fraternity refers to the spirit of brotherhood, 

solidarity, and mutual respect among citizens. The framers 

of the Constitution recognized that political democracy 

could not succeed without social cohesion and a shared 

sense of national belonging. The Preamble emphasizes 

fraternity as a means of ensuring the dignity of the 

individual and the unity and integrity of the nation. 

Although the Constitution does not contain a separate 

chapter devoted exclusively to fraternity, several provisions 

promote this ideal. Common citizenship, freedom of 

movement, and the right to reside and settle in any part of 

India encourage national integration and foster a sense of 

collective identity. The principle of fraternity assumes 

particular significance in a country characterized by 

immense linguistic, religious, cultural, and regional 

diversity. By promoting unity amidst diversity, fraternity 

strengthens the foundations of democracy and contributes to 

the preservation of national integrity. 

 

Is Preamble a part of the Constitution? 

There is a controversy over whether the Preamble is a part 

of the Constitution of India. In the Berubari Union Case 

(1960), the Supreme Court declined to treat the Preamble as 

a part of the Constitution. The Court held that the Preamble 

merely indicates the general purpose behind the various 

provisions of the Constitution and serves as a key to 

understanding the minds of the framers of the Constitution. 

It further observed that when the language of any 

constitutional provision is ambiguous or capable of more 

than one interpretation, the objectives enshrined in the 

Preamble may be used as an aid to constitutional 

interpretation. However, the Preamble itself is not a source 

of substantive powers or limitations. However, in the 

Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973) case, the 

Supreme Court rejected its earlier opinion expressed in the 

Berubari Union case and held that the Preamble is an 

integral part of the Constitution. The Court observed that the 

Preamble embodies the basic philosophy, objectives, and 

ideals of the Constitution and can be used as an aid in 

interpreting its provisions. Later, in the LIC of India v. 

Consumer Education and Research Centre (1995) case, the 

Supreme Court reaffirmed that the Preamble is an integral 

part of the Constitution and serves as a guiding principle for 

interpreting constitutional provisions. However, it should be 

noted that the Preamble is neither a source of legislative 

power nor a limitation on the powers of the legislature. It is 

non-justiciable, meaning that its provisions cannot be 

directly enforced in a court of law. Nevertheless, it plays a 

significant role in understanding the spirit, objectives, and 

constitutional values of the Constitution of India. 

 

Amendment of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

In the Berubari Union Case (1960), it was argued that the 

Preamble could not be amended under Article 368 because it 

was not considered a part of the Constitution. However, in 

the Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973) case, the 

Supreme Court overruled this view and held that the 

Preamble is a part of the Constitution and, therefore, can be 

amended under Article 368, provided that the amendment 

does not alter or destroy the basic structure of the 

Constitution. The Preamble has been amended only once 

through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976. 
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This amendment inserted three words—"Socialist," 

"Secular," and "Integrity"—into the Preamble. Specifically, 

the words "Socialist" and "Secular" were inserted between 

"Sovereign" and "Democratic," while the expression "Unity 

of the Nation" was changed to "Unity and Integrity of the 

Nation." The validity of this amendment was upheld by the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Importance of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

The Preamble is the introductory statement of the 

Constitution of India and reflects its philosophy, objectives, 

and guiding principles. It is often described as the "Identity 

Card" or "Soul" of the Constitution because it expresses. 

The vision of the framers and the ideals on which the Indian 

Republic is founded. The Preamble declares India to be a 

Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic and 

assures all citizens Justice (social, economic, and political), 

Liberty (of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship), 

Equality (of status and opportunity), and Fraternity, which 

promotes the dignity of the individual and the unity and 

integrity of the nation. These ideals serve as the foundation 

of India's constitutional and democratic system. The 

Preamble also acts as a guide for interpreting the 

Constitution. Whenever there is ambiguity in the provisions 

of the Constitution, the courts refer to the Preamble to 

understand the intentions of the Constitution's framers. In 

the landmark Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973) 

case, the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is an 

integral part of the Constitution and forms part of its basic 

structure. Although the Preamble is not enforceable in a 

court of law and does not confer any legal powers or rights, 

it provides the moral and philosophical foundation of the 

Constitution. It inspires the legislature, executive, and 

judiciary to work in accordance with constitutional values. 

Thus, the Preamble is of immense importance as it reflects 

the aspirations of the people, promotes national unity, 

safeguards democracy, and serves as the guiding light for 

the governance of India. 

 

Conclusion 

The principles embodied in the Preamble collectively define 

the constitutional identity of India. Sovereignty, socialism, 

secularism, democracy, and republicanism determine the 

nature of the State, while justice, liberty, equality, and 

fraternity establish the fundamental values that guide 

governance and social relations. These ideals continue to 

serve as the normative foundation of constitutional 

interpretation and democratic governance, reinforcing the 

Preamble's position as the philosophical core of the Indian 

Constitution. 
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