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Abstract

It is sad, yet true that Nigeria secondary school that ought to
be the cradles of academic excellence that tier of education,
have observably become the believers of crimes and
criminalities where graduates with moral burdens are
churned out yearly. Its sequel to this worrisome situation
that this paper attempted an elucidation of the concept of
delinquency, diligent environment and the predisposal
factors responsible for delinquent school environment

paper highlight of roles of family, peer influence, school
environment itself, absence of school guidance counselors
and the bid to meet the needs of the students in creating
diligent school environment. The paper, however,
recommend that parents and guidance should be able
monitor the activities of their children and the peer group
they keep, the school heads must make the school attractive
and must not display I-don’t- care attitude in dealing with

viewed juxtapose with students’ academic performance. The the students, among others.
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Introduction
Simply put, the World “environment” refers to the place where someone is groomed up. It commonly refers to ones
background and all forces that are capable of influencing a persons general development and behavior. To this end, the
immediate environment of a child at birth is his home which comprises the parents, brothers and sisters including the extended
family members. The child responds to these members of the family by reacting to what they say or do to him since the child
learns by imitating the behavior of other people, it is generally believed that the socio-economic condition, size of the family,
conflict of ideas, religion, standard and cultural patterns are factors that may affect the upbringing of the child.
To this end, the home can make or mar the child up bringing. A child who is denied of love, care, affection and security tends
to be afraid, aggressive and be emotionally disturbed, hence, the home is believed to be capable of either promoting or
inhibiting the acquisition of skills by he child depending on the type of environment he is reared. The nature of reactions and
treatments a child receives from parents, friends, neighbors and mates are capable of influencing his psychological and
emotional stability. In fact, children learn better where and when the learning environment is receptive, support favorably
challenging and enjoyable, the behavior becomes a problem when it inferences with productive learning processes.
Delinquency is defined in Qrbah (2021) as a counter productive behavior that does conform with acceptable norms, ethics and
standards. Every society has its own set rules, norms, ethics, pathos and ethos as well as moral or behavioral rectitude expected
by members of the society. Violation or deviation from the set rules and norms is regarded as delinquency and it is frowned at
and rebuked by significant others.
Delinquent offences range from such serious ones like murder, robbery, drug addition, alcoholism and rape to less ones like
stealing, gambling, examination dishonest, bulling flagrant disobedience, truancy and even telling lies. Delinquency appears to
be symptom of an underlying conflict within a person. A person becomes delinquent through the interaction of unsatisfied or
unfilled inner drives with opportunities provided to indulge in substitute activities which offer at least partial satisfaction of
these inner drives.
In the same vein, we have social and individual delinquencies. social delinquency express itself in group or gang behavior.
Members of such group are brought together by one or some factors and because they ‘suffer “together, they tend to draw
together in little groups and express their defiance by attacking or assaulting their perceived enemy. The main point here is that
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people with common background find in the gang and its
rewards a basis for mutual support.

On the other hand, moral decadence, delinquency or
indiscipline is not a creation of the youth as usually claimed
by the elders. When critically viewed, moral decadence in
our society today taken its roots from adults most of when
claim to have been the best behaved in their school days.
Delinquency, therefore, is a product of adult delinquency
and even the government of the day is not a saint, lacking
morally. What we see among students everyday is the
reflection of what the society itself looks like. The
delinquent society has seemly influenced the students in all
their behaviors. Students are lawless because the adult
society is lawless. Axes, cutlasses, charm, pistols, among
others are common” work implements “carried to school by
students.

Will a delinquent school environment pave way for
conducive learning and consequently enhance student
academic performance? it is against this backdrop that this
paper attempted an elucidation of the predisposal factors of
delinquent environment as against the expected realization
of the expected school goals.

Concept of Delinquent Environment

The delinquent environment typifies a place crime and
criminalities which are inimal to social order. As earlier
posited, delinquent Is a psychological construct which is
viewed and defined from various stand points depending on
the individuals academic and professional orientation. New
American English Dictionary defined a delinquent as a
person who does not obey the law or person who has not
done his duty or obligation to the society from which he
enjoys certain rights, privileges and obligations Smath et al/
(2020) 21, The lawyer or jurist sees a delinquent as one
behavior whose behavior violates specific legal norms or the
norms of a particular societal institution with sufficient
frequency or seriousness as to provide the firm basis for
legal action against the behaving individual and group
(Olusina, 2021) P,

To the psychologists, a delinquent is one who protects
himself/herself from dominating reality try attacking it
physically or verbally. A closer perusal of the foregoing
definitions shows that delinquency is a norm-violating
behavior or a behavior that does not match up to the moral
standard expected by the society and delinquent engages in
such behavior as truancy, stealing, cultism, smoking, drug
abuse, drinking of alcohol, disobedience to parent and
constituted authority and a lost of other vices.

A delinquent environment, therefore, refers to the
circumstances, social influences, and physical spaces that
can contribute to a higher like hood of individuals engaging
in delinquent behavior, such as illegal and antisocial acts.
This can include factors like family problems, school
environments and neighborhood conditions. In essence, a
delinquent environment encompasses the various social,
physical and psychological factors that can increase the risk
of an individual, particularly a juvenile, becoming involved
in illegal or antisocial activities. At this, juncture, its
sacrosanct to examine the possible causes of delinquent
behaviors which affect environment and turn environment to
delinquent one.

Family Issues
One of the most widespread and leading reasons for

www.multiresearchjournal.com

delinquency is violence at home. A home is where the child
learns what kind of a person to grow into. If violence is all
they have encountered, they turn into violet people
themselves. Ebharehi, (2021) B! asserted that most children
from single parenthood are characterized by fear,
aggression, emotional disturbance and hatred. Eghanch,
(2021) noted that six out of ten homes of delinquent children
has broken by separation, divorce, death or prolonged
absence of one of the parents.

In most cases, the child had no idea why they experience the
violence and how to protect themselves from it. This may
result in petty criminal activities that include shoplifting or
violating traffic laws osr social norms. It is of course, the
insecurity caused by the breaking of the home that has
deteriorating effect upon children. The children no more see
love as virtuous and street fighting with peer and using
abusive language becomes their hobby.

There is a different between abuse and violence abuse can
be of many types, such as mental, physical, emotional and
often leads delinquency. Children who suffer lack and
derivation will be prone to environmental delinquency.
Children who come from broken homes will likely lose
affection from their homes and turn elsewhere for the
needed affection.

Children from lower homes meet a great deal of frustration
and humiliation in schools which all tend to make them
value middle class standard (Ola, 2021) Bl To Okhirie
(2021) [ economic necessity compel many parents to live
in poverty. this tends to affect the behavior in schools, they
became trauts because their needs are not met. In some
homes, children are abused before or after schools hours.
They hawk round the major streets and roads if there must
be food on the table, poor little kids have no choice but to do
it to survive.

It is sad, yet true, that teenage girls begin to date their
fathers age mate all in the bid to take care of themselves, the
male folks want to move along with peers, he gets involved
in fast deals that will bring him money. He hardly sleeps at
home and can do absolutely anything to survive. It is
therefore, apparent that one of the causes of delinquency
among school children is poverty and poor parental care.
The child who is forced to live in poverty is often cold,
hungry and susceptible to infection. A child who lacks
parental car will live as he/she likes.

Peer Influence

Peer group began as a group of people exchanging power, a
national network of support group and it is a non-profit
association. No individual earns any money from the
operation, it is run on voluntary basis. The group is made up
of like-minded individuals “evil communication”, they say
“corrupts good manner” it is national that all human beings
are influenced to some extent by the environmental changes.
Peer group can cause some changes in human beings either
negatively or positively. Therefore, the company in which a
child is associated may corrupt or change him for better,
depending on the type of company he moves with.
Nwankwo (2022) P! observed that children who are victims
of violence, bullying and cruelty ar e those who wonder why
they should be liable to abnormal home and peer
environment are those mostly influenced by bad peer
groups. All these things they have been subjected to affect
the way they behave and achieve in school becomes
according to Okosun(2021) 7] behavior becomes a problem

939


http://www.multiresearchjournal.com/

International Journal of Advanced Multidisciplinary Research and Studies

only when it interferes with product learning process.

Peer education is a method of information transference or
role modeling, where a particular type of behavior is
promoted or information transferred. The peer education
closely match the target group in some manner, whether is
by age, sexuality or gender. Adolescent peer group function
involves a preparation for adulthood. There is involvement
in some relationship with same and opposite sex and ties
with parents are loosened as independence is resulted. As a
result, peer gives the adolescent the chance to gain greater
confidence and understanding of problems.

Peer groups strives to provide a safe environment for group
members to discuss, learn about important societal issues
around them and practice consensual activities that promote
the growth of members. They like to get together with
likeminded people and have a good time by providing a safe
environment for discussing. learning about societal issues.
Politics and education peer group also weans individual
members emotionally from dependence on the adult world.
From the above, therefore, it can be seen that the peer group
is very important to its members because it tends to provide
a new social context for them to try interpersonal strategies.
It is a spontaneous group dedicated to leisure. It is also a
powerful agent of socialization the youth both but it's own
rights and even by some socially acceptable criteria.

School Environment

Many public schools are deficient is essential infrastructure
that are not only necessary and conducive factors for
meaningful teaching and learning environment, but also
capable of attracting students to come to stay in school.
Many schools have over crowded classes and there are not
enough furniture for the students. It is not uncommon to see
four or five students sitting on a bench that is meant for two
students and worst still may students sit on bare foor
(Omozeghian, 2015) 191,

Is is sad, yet time, that most schools do not have library
facilities and even where libraries are available, the shelves
are stuffed with dust, and out dated books from which
students can gain very little. More so, most schools are
situated beside motor parks and markets, which are enough
delinquent environments to make children delinquent.
Schools ought to be located in serene environments, devoid
of disturbance and distractions.

Also, lack of paper perimeter fence and/or gate will enable
students to stroll in and out of school at will. This is enough
reason for students to roam about the street. Join bad gangs
and these make them become delinquent children. The
common school offences that can make the school
environment toxic and unconducive for learning, according
to Animasaum, (2013) P! includes stealing dishonesty, sex
offences, disobedience, truancy, drug offences, assault and
insult, wickedness, suicide and strikes or mass
demonstrations. When these distributing occurrences are
prevalent in a school environment the expected academic
outcomes will be adversely affected.

This germane factor encapsulates the general disciplinary
tone of the school, infrastructural facilities and the level of
school activities. The school is a reflection of the home and
large society. It is common to find students dropping out of
school to pursue “yahoo career”. Some manage to remain in
school but will want to “make it” like their counterparts in
the society. Our universities are full of these set of male and
female students with inordinate crave for wealth.

www.multiresearchjournal.com

Indiscipline has become the bone of the school environment.
What do you say to a boy of less than 20years driving a car
with over #40 million to school? Will he take instruction
from teachers (who are largely trekkers and drivers of
rocketing vehicles)?

The general indiscipline, the society had transcended to the
schools. At, therefore seem that students do not have the
required good models and examples to copy from teachers,
who are the beacons of any education, appear complicit in
their decadence. Some perpetually come late to school,
indulge in immoral acts with their students and in fact, make
mockery of their profession. Students take advantage of
these lacunae and become grossly indiscipline in schools,
thereby helping to derail the academic achievement in their
schools.

Furthermore, extra curricula and co-curricular activities
make to develop interest in their schooling. Inability of the
school head and his teachers to engage students are either
painful venture in variably makes them become delinquent.
The school head should make sure that the school timetable
is planned to accommodate sports, recreation, labor,
agricultural science practicals among others good clubs
should be formed to help arouse the students interests and
help mould their characters. In this context, the school head
has the utmost challenge of developing his school, and
always striving to make it a viable learning environment.

Absence of Guidance in Schools

The easiest way to save delinquent students from their moral
burden is through effective counseling (Ehikioye, 2022) ™.
Guidance counselors help students with moral, academic,
psychological and other problems have a refocus on their
studies and purpose of schooling. Trained and qualified
guidance counselors are expected to play advisory roles to
erring students so that the school environment will be
conducive for effective testing and learning.

Sadly, schools where there are guidance counselors cannot
perform effectively and creditably because they are
burdened with almost the same number of teaching periods,
like their other counterparts. Beside, these are observably
acute shortage of guidance counselors in other public
secondary schools, in spit of the huge numbers of graduates
from that discipline yearly. Could this be he attributed to
government's consideration of the profession is irrelevant. Is
there an undisclosed policy that forbids the relevant
government agency from recruiting them into the security
school system? These concerns become more disturbing
when the rates of guidance counselors in schools cannot be
dismissed with a wave of the hand (Adeyemi, 2002) (11,
Where they exist, the counselors are made to share the same
rooms or spaces as other teachers and this is counter
production to counseling processes. Every counselor ought
to have a counseling room that is well furnished with
counseling materials like nice pieces of furniture, good tape
recorder, file cabinet, stationeries, among others. Also, the
level of awareness of guidance counselors which is
observably low. Interactions with counselors in schools,
where they are supposed to be in existence recounted with
evaluation that students’ patronage is very low. This is
perhaps due to their need for security and” self-
preservation. Many students don't have confidence in their
counselors keeping their secrets and this makes them avoid
direction and wise counsel. They end up seeking help from
hazardous places that will make them delinquents in both
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schools and their home environments. The result being drop
out of school or unfulfilled secondary school dream.

Students Psychological Needs

This is closely related to Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs.
Every human being has a plethora of needs that should be
satisfied in order to maximize desired output. Need is a very
strong personal feeling that is capable of influencing the
action and reaction of an individual. Needs are desires that
should be met to make an individual happy. If these needs
are not available, unguarded students may explore other
ways(usually inimical ways) to satisfy these needs;
consequently becoming deviant and falling short of their
expectations in schools(Nwakwo, 2002).

For this paper, students needs include physical needs, social
needs, intellectual needs, personality needs and emotional
needs. Physical needs refers to the needs that we need to be
able to live on earth. That include; food, clothing, freedom,
protection, security, shelter, among others. A hungry
students without a good school uniform, and whose freedom
is trampled on by others will hate going to school and if he
goes at all, will seek “adjustment strategies” that culminate
into delinquency. A delinquent student can't perform well in
his academics.

As children grow, they develop individually the concept of
self-efficacy, self-identity, self-esteem, among others. With
this development, every child wants to believe in himself,
deserves recognition and respect in school, at home, in the
community and among his peers. Any child who is denied
his needs results to antisocial Activities and behavior.

With the child's intellectual needs, his intellectual growth,
development and society must be focused on and enhanced.
Intellectual needs refers to intelligent which promotes the
child with the resources for adjusting to life, for meeting and
solving problems which such adjustment requires. Everyone
is confronted with problems at one time or the other and
such problems deserved solutions. When a student is
therefore faced with such crises, he seeks help somewhere
that may be counterproductive, resulting in delinquency.

A child's personality needs to be helped to develop for an
all-round balanced personality. He should be encouraged to
develop a strong belief on his personality. Self- efficacy and
self concept come in here. He needs to constantly develop a
mental picture of himself as he would and therefore, grows
morally and emotionally in line with his cultural beliefs and
heritage.

However, everyone needs to balanced emotional stability. It
helps to maintain a balanced lie. Emotional imbalance can
make someone behave contrary to expectation at times. Too
often, intense and unjustified emotion and outbursts can
make others to have an unfavorable opinion about the child
or student. This can generate hatred or withdrawal from the
child and this can make him join bad gang and become a
gazette delinquent.

Conclusion

This paper highlights what a delinquent school environment
means as well as the concept of delinquent behavior. It also
attempted a revelation of the level of delinquency pervading
our school environment that is attracting urgent attention of
all stakeholders of secondary education.

The paper also attempted a discussion of family issues,
school environment, peer group influence, absence of
guidance counselors in schools and students psychological
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needs. It is the hope of this paper that the problems
highlighted as causes of delinquent behavior would be a
going concern for action plan that deserves proffered
solutions that would go a long way at making our secondary
school safer schools.

Suggestions

The stakeholders of secondary school education should
handle the issues of family very seriously. Since the home is
the first influence on the child, parents and relevant others
should pay attention to their physiological needs.

Parents and guidance should not over pamper their children.
Also, matrimonial problems must be carefully handled so
that the learning activities of the students will not be
adversely affected.

Parents and guidance should be able to monitor the activities
of their children and the peer group they keep.

Parents, school heads, guidance counselors, teachers and
other school personnel should be morally upright and
discourage students from all forms of corrupt practices.

The school administration must make the school attractive
and must not display I-don’t-care attitude in dealing with the
students.

The students must be made to see the inherent damages in
delinquency and moral decadence. They must be
discouraged from those vices that portend great dangers to
their lives and future.

However, government should ensure very conducive
environment for learning when establishing schools so that
schools are located in serene environment instead of
environments of distraction like recreation centers like
hotels, bethels, beer parlors, among others.
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