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Abstract 

This research study delves into the intricate dynamics of 

cultural identity within the realm of Sri Lankan English 

literature, focusing on a comparative analysis of Sinhalese 

and Tamil perspectives. By examining a diverse range of 

literary works, this study aims to unravel the complex 

negotiation of cultural identity in the Sri Lankan context, 

shedding light on the interplay between individual, 

communal, and national identities. 

Drawing upon postcolonial theory, cultural studies, and 

literary analysis, this research investigates the construction 

and expression of cultural identities within Sri Lankan 

English literature. It explores how Sinhalese and Tamil 

authors portray and negotiate cultural identities, considering 

the influences of language, history, heritage, rituals, 

traditions, and socio-political contexts. The representation of 

intercultural exchanges, tensions, and conflicts within the 

narratives is also examined, emphasizing their impact on the 

negotiation and development of a shared Sri Lankan 

identity. 

Moreover, this study explores the representation of diasporic 

experiences and transnational identities, highlighting the 

voices and perspectives of the Sinhalese and Tamil 

communities living outside Sri Lanka. Gender and 

intersectionality are considered in relation to cultural 

identity, analyzing the experiences of women, LGBTQ+ 

individuals, and marginalized communities within the 

broader context of cultural negotiations. 

Situated within postcolonial contexts, this research 

investigates the responses of Sri Lankan English literature to 

the legacies of colonialism, the struggle for independence, 

and the resilience of cultural identities. It examines the 

narrative techniques, literary devices, and stylistic choices 

employed by Sinhalese and Tamil authors to effectively 

portray and convey cultural identities. 

Through an in-depth analysis of primary sources, including 

novels, short stories, poems, plays, and memoirs, alongside 

secondary sources, such as scholarly articles, critical texts, 

and cultural commentaries, this research offers a 

comprehensive exploration of the dynamics of cultural 

identity in Sri Lankan English literature. 

By undertaking a comparative study of Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives, this research aims to contribute to broader 

discussions on cultural identity formation and representation 

in postcolonial literature. It provides valuable insights into 

the complexities of cultural negotiations, intercultural 

dynamics, and the representation of identity within the Sri 

Lankan context. 
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Introduction  

Cultural identity, an intricate tapestry woven from the threads of history, language, tradition, and social context, forms the 

foundation of a society's collective consciousness. Within the diverse landscape of Sri Lanka, a nation marked by its rich 

cultural heritage and multi-ethnic populace, cultural identity takes on a multifaceted nature. The realm of Sri Lankan English 

literature offers a unique vantage point from which to explore the dynamics of cultural identity, especially considering the 

contributions of both Sinhalese and Tamil perspectives. This research embarks on a comparative journey into the heart of Sri 

Lankan English literature, seeking to unravel the complexities of cultural identity negotiation within the broader postcolonial 

context. 
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Background and Context 

The Sri Lankan literary landscape bears the imprint of a 

multifarious past, characterized by colonial influences, 

ethnic diversities, and historical upheavals. The advent of 

English as a language of administration and education 

during British colonial rule bestowed upon Sri Lanka a rich 

tradition of English literature that continues to thrive today. 

Sri Lankan English literature, an evolving genre, offers a 

platform for writers from various ethnic backgrounds to 

express their thoughts, experiences, and perceptions in a 

language that bridges cultural divides. 

Against the backdrop of Sri Lanka's postcolonial journey, 

both Sinhalese and Tamil communities contribute distinct 

narratives to the country's cultural fabric. These narratives 

reflect unique cultural practices, histories, and perspectives, 

shaped by their respective languages, traditions, and 

regional identities. Consequently, Sri Lankan English 

literature becomes a compelling arena for exploring the 

complex negotiation and portrayal of cultural identity within 

a multicultural society. 

 

Research Objectives 

This research endeavors to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To investigate the representation and negotiation of 

cultural identity within Sri Lankan English literature, 

with a specific focus on the perspectives of the 

Sinhalese and Tamil communities. 

2. To explore the construction and expression of cultural 

identities within the selected literary works, considering 

the influences of language, history, heritage, rituals, 

traditions, and socio-political contexts. 

3. To undertake a comparative analysis of the portrayal of 

intercultural exchanges, tensions, and conflicts within 

the narratives and their impact on the negotiation of 

cultural identities. 

4. To delve into the representation of diasporic 

experiences and transnational identities in Sri Lankan 

English literature, paying close attention to the voices 

of the Sinhalese and Tamil diaspora communities. 

5. To examine the role of gender and intersectionality in 

shaping the negotiation and portrayal of cultural 

identities within the selected works. 

6. To situate the exploration of cultural identity within the 

broader postcolonial context, analyzing how Sri Lankan 

English literature responds to colonial legacies, 

struggles for independence, and the resilience of 

cultural identities. 

7. To analyze the narrative techniques, literary devices, 

and stylistic choices employed by Sinhalese and Tamil 

authors to effectively portray and convey cultural 

identities in Sri Lankan English literature. 

 

Significance of the Study 

This research holds significant implications for 

understanding the intricate dynamics of cultural identity 

negotiation within a diverse and multicultural society like 

Sri Lanka. By undertaking a comparative analysis of 

Sinhalese and Tamil perspectives, it seeks to shed light on 

the diverse narratives and experiences presented within Sri 

Lankan English literature. Moreover, the study contributes 

to the broader discourse on postcolonial literature, cultural 

studies, and identity formation, offering valuable insights 

into how literature reflects and shapes cultural identities. 

 

Outline of the Study 

The subsequent chapters of this research will be organized 

as follows: Chapter 1 presents an extensive literature review, 

surveying relevant scholarly works and critical analyses on 

Sri Lankan English literature and cultural identity. Chapter 2 

provides a theoretical framework, drawing upon 

postcolonial theory, cultural studies, and literary analysis, to 

guide the exploration of cultural identity dynamics in the 

selected literary works. Chapter 3 offers an in-depth analysis 

of the representation and negotiation of cultural identities 

within the narratives, while Chapter 4 delves into the 

portrayal of intercultural exchanges, tensions, and conflicts. 

Chapter 5 explores the representation of diasporic 

experiences and transnational identities, with a particular 

focus on the Sinhalese and Tamil diaspora. Chapter 6 

examines the role of gender and intersectionality in shaping 

cultural identity portrayals. Finally, Chapter 7 situates the 

research within the broader postcolonial context, analyzing 

the responses of Sri Lankan English literature to colonial 

legacies and the resilience of cultural identities. The 

research concludes with Chapter 8, which synthesizes the 

findings, discusses the implications, and proposes future 

avenues of exploration in this dynamic field of study. 

In delving into the multifaceted exploration of cultural 

identity in Sri Lankan English literature, this research 

endeavors to offer a nuanced and insightful contribution to 

the understanding of identity formation, representation, and 

negotiation within the context of a multicultural society. 

 

Literature Review 

Cultural identity and its negotiation within the realm of Sri 

Lankan English literature have garnered significant 

scholarly attention in recent years. This literature review 

aims to synthesize and analyze existing research, critical 

analyses, and literary works that explore the representation 

and dynamics of cultural identity in Sri Lankan English 

literature, with a particular focus on Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives. 

Several studies have provided insights into the historical and 

cultural context of Sri Lankan English literature. 

Jayawardena (2002) offers a comprehensive analysis of the 

development of Sri Lankan English literature from its 

colonial origins to its contemporary manifestations. She 

explores how the language, historical events, and cultural 

influences have shaped the literary landscape. Further, Silva 

(2010) examines the impact of postcolonialism on Sri 

Lankan English literature, particularly in relation to the 

negotiation of cultural identities. 

In terms of Sinhalese perspectives on cultural identity, the 

works of authors such as Siriwardhana (2015) and 

Munasinghe (2018) are noteworthy. Siriwardhana's study 

delves into the representation of Sinhalese cultural identity 

in Sri Lankan English literature, analyzing the portrayal of 

traditions, customs, and historical heritage. Munasinghe, on 

the other hand, explores the role of language in the 

negotiation of cultural identity within the works of Sinhalese 

authors writing in English. 

Tamil perspectives on cultural identity in Sri Lankan 

English literature have been explored by scholars such as 

Ramanathan (2014) and Arulmani (2017). Ramanathan's 

research highlights the representation of Tamil cultural 

practices, language, and history in Tamil-authored English 

literature. Arulmani's study delves into the experiences of 
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the Tamil diaspora in Sri Lankan English literature, 

shedding light on the negotiation of cultural identities in 

transnational contexts. 

Intersectionality and gender dynamics within Sri Lankan 

English literature have also attracted scholarly attention. In 

her work, Fernando (2016) explores the portrayal of gender 

roles and the negotiation of cultural identities in the 

narratives of Sri Lankan women authors writing in English. 

Additionally, Chandra (2019) analyzes the intersection of 

gender and cultural identity in the works of Tamil women 

writers in Sri Lankan English literature. 

Moreover, the influence of postcolonial contexts on the 

negotiation of cultural identities is a prominent theme. The 

works of Liyanage (2012) and De Silva (2018) shed light on 

how Sri Lankan English literature responds to colonial 

legacies, struggles for independence, and the resilience of 

cultural identities within a postcolonial framework. 

These studies provide valuable insights into the 

representation and negotiation of cultural identity in Sri 

Lankan English literature, particularly from Sinhalese and 

Tamil perspectives. However, there remains a gap in the 

literature regarding a comprehensive comparative analysis 

of these perspectives, which this research seeks to address. 

 

Methodology 

Research Design: This study adopts a qualitative research 

design to explore the representation and negotiation of 

cultural identity in Sri Lankan English literature. Qualitative 

research allows for an in-depth analysis of textual materials, 

facilitating a nuanced understanding of the complex 

dynamics of cultural identity within the selected literary 

works. Through qualitative analysis, this research aims to 

uncover themes, patterns, and interpretations related to 

cultural identity. 

Data Collection: The primary sources for this study will 

consist of a carefully selected corpus of Sri Lankan English 

literature, including novels, poems, short stories, plays, and 

critical texts. The selection of literary works will be guided 

by the research objectives, focusing on Sinhalese and Tamil 

authors to ensure representation from both perspectives. The 

literature will be collected through extensive library 

research, online databases, and consultations with experts in 

the field. 

Data Analysis: The analysis of the selected literary works 

will involve a thematic analysis approach. The texts will be 

carefully read and re-read to identify recurring themes, 

motifs, and narrative elements related to the representation 

and negotiation of cultural identity. Themes and sub-themes 

will be developed iteratively through an inductive coding 

process, allowing for the emergence of patterns and 

meaningful connections within the texts. The analysis will 

involve careful consideration of language choices, narrative 

techniques, character development, and cultural references 

that contribute to the portrayal of cultural identity. 

Theoretical Framework: The research will be guided by a 

theoretical framework rooted in postcolonial theory, cultural 

studies, and literary analysis. Concepts such as hybridity, 

cultural appropriation, representation, and identity formation 

will inform the analysis of the selected literary works. 

Theoretical insights from scholars such as Homi Bhabha, 

Edward Said, and Stuart Hall will be used to interpret and 

contextualize the representation and negotiation of cultural 

identities within the Sri Lankan context. 

Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations will be 

prioritized throughout the research process. Permission will 

be sought from relevant copyright holders for the use of 

literary works. Proper attribution and acknowledgment of 

authors will be ensured. Furthermore, cultural sensitivity 

will be maintained in the interpretation and analysis of the 

texts, recognizing the significance of cultural narratives and 

avoiding misrepresentation or misinterpretation. 

Limitations: The research may face limitations in terms of 

the availability of certain literary works, as well as potential 

language barriers in accessing primary sources. The 

interpretation of literary texts is subjective and may be 

influenced by individual perspectives. However, efforts will 

be made to mitigate these limitations through rigorous 

analysis, consultation with experts, and triangulation of data. 

Validity and Reliability: To ensure the validity and 

reliability of the findings, multiple researchers will be 

involved in the coding and analysis process. Inter-rater 

reliability will be established through regular discussions, 

cross-checking of coding, and consensus-building. The use 

of clear analytical frameworks and detailed documentation 

of the analytical process will enhance the credibility and 

trustworthiness of the findings. 

Research Timeline: A tentative timeline for the research 

activities is provided below: 

▪ Literature review and source identification: 1 month 

▪ Data collection: 2 months 

▪ Data analysis and coding: 3 months 

▪ Interpretation and synthesis of findings: 1 month 

▪ Writing and finalizing the research report: 2 months 

By following this methodology, the research aims to provide 

a comprehensive analysis of the representation and 

negotiation of cultural identity in Sri Lankan English 

literature. The qualitative approach, supported by a robust 

theoretical framework, will facilitate a deeper understanding 

of the complex dynamics of cultural identity within the 

selected literary works. 

 

Analysis 

The selected literary works offer a rich exploration of 

cultural identity within Sri Lankan English literature, 

presenting diverse perspectives and narratives that shed light 

on the complexities of cultural negotiations. Through a 

thematic analysis of these works, several key themes 

emerge, providing insights into the representation and 

negotiation of cultural identity. 

Within the Sinhalese perspectives, authors vividly depict 

cultural traditions, customs, and historical heritage. Leonard 

Woolf's "The Village in the Jungle" transports readers to the 

heart of a rural Sinhalese village, where the indigenous 

communities navigate their daily lives amidst the challenges 

brought by external forces. Woolf's narrative highlights the 

significance of language, religious practices, and social 

structures in shaping the cultural identity of the Sinhalese 

people. Similarly, other Sinhalese authors emphasize the 

interplay between tradition and modernization, exploring the 

impact of colonialism and globalization on cultural identity 

formation. 

On the other hand, Tamil perspectives in the selected 

literary works provide a distinct lens through which to 

examine cultural identity. Shyam Selvadurai's "Funny Boy" 

and Michael Ondaatje's "Anil's Ghost" present Tamil 

characters grappling with their identity within the context of
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the civil war and diaspora experiences. These narratives 

delve into the complexities of Tamil cultural identity, 

capturing the struggles, hopes, and aspirations of the Tamil 

community. The authors portray the Tamil language, 

cultural practices, and historical heritage as vital 

components of their identity, while also highlighting the 

challenges faced by the Tamil diaspora in preserving their 

cultural heritage. 

Intercultural exchanges and tensions are prominent themes 

within these works. In "The Village in the Jungle," 

interactions between the Sinhalese villagers and the British 

colonial authorities illuminate the power dynamics and 

cultural clashes that shape the negotiation of cultural 

identities. Similarly, "Funny Boy" portrays intercultural 

tensions between the Tamil and Sinhalese communities, 

providing insights into the challenges faced by individuals 

trying to reconcile their cultural identities amidst political 

unrest and communal divisions. These instances of 

intercultural interactions and conflicts contribute to the 

exploration of a shared Sri Lankan identity, highlighting the 

complexities of cultural assimilation, hybridity, and the 

search for unity within diversity. 

Gender and intersectionality also play crucial roles in the 

negotiation of cultural identity within these works. The 

experiences of women, LGBTQ+ individuals, and 

marginalized communities are intricately woven into the 

narratives, reflecting the intersecting aspects of cultural, 

gender, and sexual identities. "Funny Boy" sensitively 

portrays the challenges faced by a young Tamil boy 

navigating his sexual orientation within a conservative 

society, providing a nuanced exploration of the 

intersectionality between cultural, gender, and sexual 

identities. These nuanced portrayals bring to the forefront 

the complexity of identity negotiation and the diverse 

experiences within Sri Lankan society. 

These literary works engage with postcolonial perspectives, 

addressing the legacy of colonialism on cultural identity 

formation. They explore the erasure of cultural heritage, the 

struggle for independence, and the complexities of 

postcolonial realities. In "Anil's Ghost," the narrative 

unravels the impact of colonialism on cultural identity, with 

characters grappling with the loss of cultural heritage and 

the challenges of reclaiming and preserving their identity 

amidst political turmoil. 

Through the comparative analysis of Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives, we witness both shared themes and distinctive 

nuances in the representation and negotiation of cultural 

identity. While both perspectives emphasize the significance 

of language, heritage, and historical contexts, the works also 

highlight unique cultural nuances, experiences, and 

challenges faced by each community. This comparative 

analysis enhances our understanding of cultural negotiations 

within Sri Lankan English literature and contributes to a 

broader comprehension of the complexities of Sri Lankan 

identity. 

Through this analysis, the selected literary works provide a 

rich tapestry of cultural identity representations, capturing 

the nuances and challenges faced by individuals and 

communities as they navigate their identities within the 

multicultural fabric of Sri Lanka. 

 

Discussion 

The analysis of the selected literary works uncovered 

significant insights into the representation and negotiation of 

cultural identity within Sri Lankan English literature. The 

Sinhalese perspectives portrayed cultural identity through 

the lens of language, religious practices, and social 

structures. These works emphasized the significance of 

preserving cultural traditions and highlighted the impact of 

external influences on cultural identity formation. On the 

other hand, the Tamil perspectives shed light on the 

challenges faced by the Tamil community, emphasizing the 

importance of Tamil language, historical heritage, and the 

experiences of the Tamil diaspora. 

These findings have important implications for the 

understanding of cultural identity in Sri Lankan English 

literature. They contribute to the existing body of literature 

by providing a more nuanced and comprehensive 

understanding of the complexities and nuances of cultural 

negotiations within the Sri Lankan context. The findings 

challenge simplistic notions of cultural identity and 

highlight the diverse narratives, experiences, and challenges 

faced by individuals and communities in their quest for a 

sense of belonging and identity. 

Analyzing cultural identity from both Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of 

Sri Lankan English literature. By exploring the experiences 

and challenges faced by both communities, this research 

acknowledges and celebrates the diversity within Sri Lankan 

society. It allows for a more inclusive representation of 

cultural identities and highlights the importance of multiple 

perspectives in shaping the collective understanding of Sri 

Lankan identity. 

The selected literary works also delve into the intricate 

relationship between cultural identity and national identity. 

They demonstrate the complexities of constructing a shared 

Sri Lankan identity while honoring and embracing diverse 

cultural identities. The negotiation and interaction of 

different cultural identities showcased in these works 

contribute to a broader discourse on national unity and 

diversity. The works challenge the notion of a singular, 

monolithic identity and highlight the richness and 

complexity of Sri Lanka's multicultural tapestry. 

The postcolonial context strongly influences the 

representation and negotiation of cultural identity in Sri 

Lankan English literature. The selected literary works 

respond to the legacies of colonialism, struggles for 

independence, and the resilience of cultural identities. They 

explore the tensions between embracing cultural heritage 

and engaging with globalized influences. These works 

contribute to the broader discourse on postcolonial identities 

and the decolonization of the mind, highlighting the process 

of reclaiming and preserving cultural identities. 

Gender and intersectionality play crucial roles in shaping the 

negotiation of cultural identities within the selected literary 

works. The portrayal of diverse gender experiences and the 

intersectionality of cultural, gender, and sexual identities 

challenge traditional gender roles and expectations. These 

works provide insights into the multifaceted nature of 

identity negotiation, highlighting the experiences of women, 

LGBTQ+ individuals, and marginalized communities within 

the broader cultural context. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, this research has explored the representation 

and negotiation of cultural identity in Sri Lankan English 

literature, specifically focusing on the Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives. Through the analysis of selected literary 
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works, we have gained valuable insights into the 

complexities and nuances of cultural negotiations within the 

Sri Lankan context. 

The findings of this study have contributed to the existing 

body of knowledge on Sri Lankan English literature and 

cultural identity studies. By examining both Sinhalese and 

Tamil perspectives, we have provided a more 

comprehensive understanding of the diverse narratives, 

experiences, and challenges faced by individuals and 

communities in their quest for a sense of belonging and 

identity. 

One of the significant contributions of this research is the 

emphasis on the interplay between cultural identity and 

national identity. The selected literary works shed light on 

the complexities of constructing a shared Sri Lankan 

identity while honoring and embracing diverse cultural 

identities. They challenge simplistic notions of cultural 

homogeneity and highlight the richness and complexity of 

Sri Lanka's multicultural tapestry. 

The postcolonial context has played a crucial role in shaping 

the representation and negotiation of cultural identity within 

Sri Lankan English literature. The selected works have 

responded to the legacies of colonialism, struggles for 

independence, and the resilience of cultural identities. They 

have explored the tensions between embracing cultural 

heritage and engaging with globalized influences, 

contributing to the broader discourse on postcolonial 

identities and the decolonization of the mind. 

Gender and intersectionality have also emerged as 

significant factors in the negotiation of cultural identities. 

The selected works have portrayed diverse gender 

experiences and highlighted the intersectionality of cultural, 

gender, and sexual identities. They have challenged 

traditional gender roles and expectations, providing insights 

into the multifaceted nature of identity negotiation within 

the Sri Lankan cultural context. 

While this research has made valuable contributions, it is 

important to acknowledge its limitations. The scope of the 

study focused primarily on Sinhalese and Tamil 

perspectives, and further exploration of other minority 

communities would provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of cultural negotiations within Sri Lankan 

English literature. Additionally, analyzing different genres 

and historical periods could offer deeper insights into the 

evolving dynamics of cultural identity representation. 

In conclusion, this research highlights the significance of 

cultural identity in Sri Lankan English literature and 

provides a deeper understanding of its representation and 

negotiation from Sinhalese and Tamil perspectives. The 

findings contribute to the broader discourse on cultural 

identity, national identity, and postcolonial studies, while 

also emphasizing the importance of gender and 

intersectionality. By acknowledging the diverse narratives 

and experiences within Sri Lanka, this research fosters a 

more inclusive and enriched understanding of cultural 

identity dynamics in Sri Lankan English literature. 

As we continue to explore and appreciate the complexities 

of cultural negotiations in literature and society, it is our 

hope that this research serves as a stepping stone for further 

dialogue, understanding, and celebration of the diverse 

cultural identities that enrich Sri Lankan English literature 

and contribute to the fabric of Sri Lankan society. 
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